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Where Do I Invest my Money?

How About Your Home’s Outdoor Environment?

These Economic times are unlike we have ever seen. So as we wait for our national economy to settle down
where is the best place to put our money? Instead of trying to guess when to jump back into the market maybe the
best investment is in our daily surroundings.

Several well know publications and institutions have conducted research into home improvements and
which ones bring about the best return on investment. Smart Money magazine published an article about the best
home improvements to invest in.

“Spending 5 percent of the total value of your home on landscaping, and doing it wisely, you can add 15
percent or more to the value of your home”

In another joint study by Clemson University and the University of Maryland, potential home buyers will
pay up to 11.3 percent above the asking price for homes with thoughtfully-designed landscaping.
This Old House Magazine found that as an investment, landscaping can increase the value of your property by as
much as 20 percent—if it is done well.

I would like to draw your attention to three separate phrases from each quote: “doing it wisely”,
“thoughtfully-designed landscape”, “if it is done well”. I believe what each of the authors was indicating is that
landscaping is more than the weekly “have to do” list which includes cutting the grass and pulling weeds.

If you have ever decorated a room or put an addition onto your home you know the painstaking decisions that are
made that turn that room or future room into the living space you are envisioning. Whether it is carpeting,
painting, wallpaper, furniture, art work; all of these things add to the look and feeling of the room. However, have
you ever looked at your landscape as an extension of the indoors?

In my 15 years of designing outdoor spaces I advice my clients to spend the time to think about their
entire property, and not just an isolated project. Just as the inside of your home flows from room to room, so too
should your outdoor space have the same flow. The first step in master planning is to hire a professional designer
(landscape architect or certified landscape designer) with a minimum of 5 years of residential design experience.
Before you meet with your designer spend some time with your spouse and children talking about what you like or
dislike about your current outdoor environment. Think about how you currently use your outdoor space. Do you
like to entertain? If so, how many people do you usually entertain at any one time?

Look through gardening magazines and home improvement magazines and cut out pictures of outdoor
spaces, plants, or other landscape elements that you prefer. Just as the above materials are used to decorate a room
we can use trees, shrubs, flowers, grass, patios, driveways, walkways, arbors, sculpture, etc. as elements that repre-
sent the building blocks to a successful outdoor space. The more information you give to the designer, the better
the designer can understand your likes and dislikes. It will allow him or her to guide you as to how big spaces
should be, and what form they should take.

Another factor is budget. I advise families that landscape budgets should be between 10-15% of the value
of your home. For some it is higher. However, in my opinion, during the Master Plan effort budget should take a
back seat to the overall design. Focus your efforts on your outdoor rooms, their size and, their flow from one to
another, and most importantly how you want to use these spaces.

Andy English is the Owner of Plan-It Studios, a Landscape Architecture and
Planning firm, and a resident of Worthington Hills.
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B & C BLACKTOP SEALING INC.
7530 Worthington - Galena Road
Worthington, Ohio 43085
Phone: (614) 888-7070, Fax: (614) 885-1111

www.bcblacktop.com

DRIVEWAY TAKE A BEATING THIS WINTER?

Let us service all your asphalt driveway maintenance needs. You've got better

things to do!

Why B&C?

Serving the greater Columbus area since 1993

Owned and operated by Bryan Myers, a Worthington Hills resident
Member of Worthington Chamber of Commerce where Bryan was named
Small Business Person of the Year in 2005

Member and supporter of the Worthington Hills Civic Association

We are a drug free workplace and all employees are subject to a
background check.

Insured and Bonded

Free estimates

You’'ll find our prices reasonable and our work of the highest quality from basic

sealcoating to complete removal and replacement of your driveway.

AUTOMATIC 10% DISCOUNT TO ALL WORTHINGTON HILLS RESIDENTS

15




RADON MITIGATION SERVICES

Do you know the level of Radon in your house?

Radon Be Gone provides radon measurement for single family and multi-family residential
homes, schools, offices, nursing homes, day care centers and commercial facilities.

Radon Be Gone specializes in the design and installation of high quality, effective radon
reduction systems. We believe in quality workmanship and customer satisfaction.

We are experienced contractors with the knowledge and understanding of radon mitigation
systems.

Radon Be Gone

203 E. Weber Road, Columbus, Ohio 43202
Phone 614.419.0319 Fax 614.447 1864
www.radonbegone.net

w3t 5 U About Mour offome!

Buy a home ° Sell a home ° Renovute a home
Decorate * Insure ° Finance/refinance
Landscape ° Rewire * Paint ° Design

The best small businesses in Columbus will be here to discuss your needs with you.
Where: Parking lot at the Swan Center on 315! Under the big top!




